
The Dust Or Talcum Powder Test 
This test can be used to check if the panels of the saddle make a good, even and consistent contact with the horse’s back, and will work just as well as reading sweat marks.  
The dust or talcum powder test results will change every time you ride the horse, until the saddle has been broken-in. Once this is achieved, you should see even marks on both sides where the saddle panels come into contact with the horse’s back.

The Test

Saddle soap the panels of the saddle very heavily, ensuring that the panels are left sticky.   
If your horse has a dusty back, ride the horse under saddle without a saddle blanket for a few minutes.
If the horse has a clean back, liberally sprinkle talcum powder over the saddle area on the horse’s back and then ride the horse under saddle, without a saddle blanket for a for minutes.

After riding the horse, carefully remove the saddle from the horse’s back.  

Lay the saddle carefully upside down and inspect the panels of the saddle.  The dust or talcum powder impressions left on the saddle panels will show you whether or not you have a good, even contact.  
If the saddle panels are not evenly covered with dust or talcum powder, then you will need extra packing where no consistent impression has been left. You will need to mark the saddle to show the saddler where to partially repack.
Be sure to repeat this test at least twice, as it depends on how sticky you make the saddle panels, how dusty the horse’s back is, or whether you used enough talcum powder on the clean horse’s back.
How to mark the saddle for repacking:  Mark the uneven impression outline with chalk.  Send the saddle back to us so we can add some extra packing in that area.  

We offer a fully Pre-Booked Warranted Repacking Service

CONTACT:  Citori Saddles Ltd

Phone/fax (09) 4085728
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